Retaining Walls
This handout is based on the NJ Uniform Construction Code and the Township of West Milford Land Development Ordinance for residential property.  This is only a guide and cannot cover every situation you may encounter. 
 

 

All retaining walls constructed 4 feet or greater in height will be required to obtain a Zoning permit and a Building permit.  The height of the wall shall be measured from finished grade to the top of the wall.  Only a Zoning permit will be required for walls constructed less than 4 feet in height.  

 

Zoning Regulations:

1.      All walls shall be no more than 6 feet in height in the side yard (from the house back) or rear yard and no more that 4 feet in height in the front yard.

2.      Walls shall not be located in any Township right-of-way or easement.

3.      A copy of the property survey with the proposed wall location will be required with the Zoning permit application.

4.      The Zoning permit fee will be collected when the Zoning permit application is submitted.  The Zoning review takes approximately 7 working days. 

 

Building Regulations:

1. Once the Zoning permit has been approved you will then be able to submit the Building permit application and plans.  You will be required to submit 2 sets of plans and calculations, signed and sealed by a New Jersey licensed Professional Engineer, for all walls 4 feet or greater in height.

2. Once the Building Subcode Official has reviewed the permit/plans you will be contacted to come to the office and pay for the permit.

3.      Once the permit has been paid for and issued, you may start work and call for the required inspections.   

4.      When the wall is complete you will need to have a final inspection and  submit an Engineers Certification, signed and sealed by a New Jersey licensed Professional Engineer, that the wall was built according to the approved plan, constructed correctly and in the proper location. 

 

Required Inspections:

1.      Footing-prior to pouring concrete

2.      Final-after wall construction is complete

 
Tiered Walls
 

A Building permit will not be required if the distance between the two walls is greater than double the height of the wall.
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A Building permit will be required if the distance between the two walls is less than double the height of the wall. 

 

Example:
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